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Now THIS is a hand record!

Chris Raisin at the
Eastern
Contract
Bridge Centre in
Box Hill provides the
most amazing hand
record we have ever
seen. After every
session, he carefully
gathers
all
the
bidding
slips
and
types the auctions
into his computer.
Then he gets Jack (a
world
champion
computer bridge program) to bid and play
every hand.
And then he produces ECBC’s unique hand
record. It has four sections: (1) the hands
with double dummy analysis like we’re all
used to, (2) the session results, (3) the
auction and opening lead at every table, and
(4) Jack’s bidding and play.
How long does all that take? Not as long as
you might think – maybe 45 minutes for a 78 table duplicate. Click on Handouts on one
of the results pages at www.ecbc.net.au to
check it out.

Regional Championships

Lesley Clark-Samuels came second, grabbing
the Women’s spot – which they also
translated last year into a spot on the
Victorian Women’s team.
The Blinman team (Pamela Blinman, Denise
Clarke, Mick Clarke and Gordon Myers) took
out the team’s championship with 6 straight
wins, completing the double for Geelong.
Blinman-Clarke bid nicely to be the only pair
in slam with these cards:
Dealer: West, Vul: N/S
 A653
N
W
 AQ108754
 52
S

E






KQ107
763
K6
AJ97

Pamela opened 1 with the West cards.
North put in a weak 2, Denise doubled, and
South raised to 3. Pamela jumped to 4
and Denise correctly decided from the
auction that Pamela had to be short in
hearts. She simply wheeled out Blackwood
and bid the slam, laydown for 13 when
everything broke.
In the East, Glenis Lohr and Rob Graham
from Traralgon were undefeated in taking out
the pairs over Kaye Douglas and John Sutton
from Phillip Island. In an exciting finish Joan
Courtemanche, Jean Macleod, Judy Banks
and Anna Kearon from Bairnsdale scored 46
VPs in the last two rounds to sneak home in
the teams by 1 VP.

The Western Region and the Eastern Region
both held their championships over the
February 16-17 weekend. The Northern
region will be holding theirs on April 13-14.
The pairs championships qualify one pair
from each region in each of the Open,
Women and Senior categories for the Butler
Interstate Teams Selection finals at the VBA,
and the teams championships send two
teams from each region for the regional playoff in the Pennant (the state team’s
championship).
Gary Ridgway and Arthur Robbins won the
Western Regions pairs championship on their
home ground, and can choose whether to
take a spot in the Open Butler or the Senior
Butler. Last year they went Seniors, made
the Victorian team and won the Interstate
championship in Darwin. Gabby Wilson and

From the teams: Roger Gillard (Geel), Chris
Hynd (Ballarat), Gary Ridgeway and trying to
stay off-camera, Carol Woodley









